
N O V E M B E R  2 0 2 2  S T U D E N T  S M A L L
G R O U P  T E A C H I N G  T H E M E :

Hey awesome parents!
We are sure you've noticed the tween and teenage years are full of transition and
transformation! In Student Ministry, we recognize that this is a pivotal point in
your student’s journey, and it's our desire to keep partnering with you to help you
navigate this phase of your student's life as smoothly as possible.
During the teenage phase, what's repeated is what's remembered. This is why Student
Ministry provides an annual series on temptation with an age-appropriate emphasis on
dating and sexual integrity. The goal of this small group teaching theme is to
empower students to navigate attraction, dating and sex with a foundation in
God's Word. Integrity means doing the right thing in all circumstances, even if no one
is watching. God calls His followers to sexual integrity, which means choosing to
respond to sexual attractions, feelings, thoughts, and desires in a way that respects
God, others, and ourselves. This is too influential and important a topic to skip.

A G E  A P P R O P R I A T E
B I B L I C A L  C O N V E R S A T I O N S

· Crushes, new feelings, attractions, urges and even pressures to
date are becoming more and more of our students’ worlds as they
grow up. We want to have age-appropriate conversations that
prepare students to have Biblical foundations on this
influential area of their lives.
·We intentionally have it built into the first message for the
speaker to say “sex” on stage because it’s a word that carries a
lot of weight, and we want to break the ice from stage that
church is a safe place to talk about sex.
·Did you know the average age of exposure to porn is 8-11
years old? 80% of this happens within the home. Our goal is to
equip students to know how to respond Biblically when sexual
temptations occur.

HOPE STUDENT MINISTRY

DATING + 
SEXUAL INTEGRITY
PARENT PACKET
2 0 2 2

Hope Partnering with Parents 
(aka YOU!) • P. 3

7 Tips for Talking about
Sexuality with your Children •

P. 4-13

D A T I N G  +  S E X U A L  I N T E G R I T Y

I S  I T  T O O  E A R L Y  T O  H A V E
T H E S E  C O N V E R S A T I O N S ?
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Small Group Series Overview •
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For more, visit: theparenthub.net or email us at
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MSM + HSM Series Overview 

Teaching Theme: Dating and Sexual Integrity | The goal of this teaching theme is to 
empower students to navigate attraction, dating and sex with a foundation in God's 
Word. 
Semester: Fall 2022 
Series Overview: Culture says to follow your heart, the Bible says don’t. Our hearts often 
try to pull us towards things that God has made clear aren’t the best for us. In this series 
we will talk about what it looks like to surrender your heart to God and let Him call the 
shots in our lives.  

Wk A: Nov 9 +13 – Pulling on the Heart Strings 
● Main Point: God gave us feelings, but our feelings aren’t God.

o Sub Point: Your heart doesn’t direct you, you direct it to God.
● Main Scriptures: Jeremiah 17:9, Proverbs 3:5-6, Ephesians 2:2-5
● Cross Connection: When Jesus was in the garden, He had feelings of not going

through with the sacrifice, but said I came to do the will of my father.

Wk B: Nov 16 +20 – Self Control 
● MSM Main Point: God gives us the power to choose integrity even when it’s not

easy.
● HSM Main Point: Just because I can does not mean I should or need to.

o Sub Point: All of your decisions have consequences. Which ones are worth it?
● Main Scriptures: Jeremiah 17:9, Genesis 39:1-23
● Additional HSM Supporting Scripture: Romans 6:23, Matthew 6:13, 1

Corinthians 6:18, 1 Thessalonians 5:22, Proverbs 29:23, Galatians 1:10
● Cross Connection: Even if we have had moments without self-control where we’ve

given into sin, Jesus still offers us forgiveness. He was strong when we couldn’t be.
He believes in you so much that He was willing to die for you. And now we have the
Holy Spirit to fill us with self-control.
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HOPE STUDENT MINISTRY +
AWESOME TEEN PARENTS
PARTERNING TOGHETHER

An opportunity to open communication channels and encourage students to seek
Godly wisdom and advice in an area they may not feel comfortable to bring up on their
own. 
An opportunity for students to build some Biblical foundations in a pivotal area of
life that can have huge impact on their future.
An opportunity for the church to partner with YOU, the parent, by not only sharing
what we are talking about with them in advance, but consistently encouraging our
students to have conversations with you on this topic at home.

It’s not an encouragement to date.
It’s not a sex education class.

Ever Accountable: https://www.everaccountable.com 
Accountable2U.app: https://www.accountable2you.com/features 
Covenant eyes (better for computer): http://www.covenanteyes.com 
Net Nanny (gives deeper parental controls): https://www.netnanny.com 
Triple X Church (free but limited): https://x3watch.com/

The Parent Hub:
Lose this packet? All the information can be found at TheParentHub.net, Under the
"What We're Learning" sections for both MSM + HSM

Parent Cue Blog:
3 Things You Need to Know About Your Teen And Dating 
When and How To Talk To My Child About Pornography
My Child Was Caught Viewing Porn, What Do I Do?

Parent Cue Live Podcast: Sex Conversations Through The Phases

Take a deep breath, you are not alone! We are here, reach out to us if we can partner
with you more. You can reach us at msm@gethope.net, hsm@gethope.net, or come
find our staff and volunteers at any Hope location and chat with us.
And even more important, God is with you. We are praying God's Holy Spirit will speak
to you and guide you as you parent your growing teens.

A main priority of our ministry is partnering with awesome teen parents (aka YOU) as you
raise your awesome teenagers. This parent packet is one way we seek to partner with you:
we recommend you read it, pray, and prepare now for leading your students in
healthy, Biblical conversations at home.  Remember, it's not just a one time talk; the goal
is to have ongoing conversations where your students can ask you questions and be open
with you as they navigate and grow in their ever-changing world.

WHAT THESE SERIES ARE:

WHAT THESE SERIES ARE NOT:

ACCOUNTABILITY SOFTWARE RESOURCES

ADDITIONAL ONLINE PARENT RESOURCES

YOU ARE NOT ALONE
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t k

no
w

 b
ut

 le
t’s

 fi
nd

 o
ut

 to
ge

th
er

!” 
Th

is 
cr

ea
te

s a
 co

m
m

un
al

 sp
iri

t a
nd

 sh
ow

s y
ou

 ar
e 

w
illi

ng
 to

 w
al

k a
lo

ng
sid

e y
ou

r c
hi

ld
 in

 th
ei

r 
se

ar
ch

 fo
r a

ns
w

er
s. 

Hu
m

ilit
y a

nd
 an

 o
pe

nn
es

s 
to

 le
ar

n 
bu

ild
s c

re
di

bi
lit

y w
ith

 th
is 

ge
ne

ra
tio

n.

Pl
ea

se
 u

nd
er

st
an

d,
 yo

ur
 ki

ds
 ar

e g
oi

ng
 to

 w
an

t 
an

sw
er

s t
o 

m
or

e t
ha

n 
ju

st
 h

ow
 fa

r t
he

y c
an

 go
 

se
xu

al
ly

 w
ith

 a 
bo

yf
rie

nd
 o

r g
irl

fri
en

d.
 A

s y
ou

 

pr
ob

ab
ly

 al
re

ad
y k

no
w

 yo
ut

h 
ar

e s
tru

gg
lin

g 
w

ith
 a 

va
rie

ty
 o

f is
su

es
 su

rro
un

di
ng

 se
x,

 
se

xu
al

ity
, a

nd
 ge

nd
er

. T
he

y m
ay

 h
av

e q
ue

st
io

ns
 

ab
ou

t s
ex

: h
ow

 fa
r i

s t
oo

 fa
r, o

r w
ha

t e
xa

ct
tly

 is
 

co
ns

id
er

ed
 se

x?
Th

ey
 m

ig
ht

 al
so

 h
av

e q
ue

st
io

ns
 

ab
ou

t t
he

ir 
se

xu
al

 o
rie

nt
at

io
n 

or
 th

ei
r g

en
de

r 
id

en
tit

y. 
Be

in
g a

va
ila

bl
e a

nd
 w

illi
ng

 to
 en

ga
ge

 in
 

ea
ch

 o
f t

he
se

 co
nv

er
sa

tio
ns

 w
ill 

be
 im

po
rt

an
t.

An
d 

le
t’s

 n
ot

 fo
rg

et
 – 

th
e C

hu
rc

h 
ha

sn
’t 

al
w

ay
s 

do
ne

 w
el

l in
 th

e c
on

ve
rs

at
io

ns
 su

rro
un

di
ng

 
LG

BT
Q 

id
en

tit
ie

s. 
Pl

ea
se

 re
m

em
be

r, m
os

t y
ou

th
 

pr
ob

ab
ly

 h
av

e L
GB

TQ
 fr

ie
nd

s a
nd

 h
av

e b
ee

n 
un

im
pr

es
se

d 
w

ith
 h

ow
 th

e c
hu

rc
h 

ha
s t

re
at

ed
 

LG
BT

Q 
pe

op
le

. O
r t

he
y m

ig
ht

 b
e s

tru
gg

lin
g w

ith
 

th
ei

r o
w

n 
se

xu
al

ity
. P

ar
en

ts
 w

ho
 d

on
’t 

ad
dr

es
s 

LG
BT

Q 
re

la
te

d 
qu

es
tio

ns
 w

ill 
co

m
e o

ff 
as

 to
ne

-
de

af
 to

 th
e c

on
ve

rs
at

io
n.

 A
nd

 if 
ou

r c
hi

ld
re

n 
se

e t
he

ir 
pa

re
nt

s a
s t

on
e d

ea
f, y

ou
r t

he
ol

og
ica

l 
po

sit
io

n 
w

ill 
lo

se
 cr

ed
ib

ilit
y. 

Th
is 

is 
w

hy
 it

 w
ill

 
be

 im
po

rt
an

t t
o 

be
gi

n 
se

xu
al

ity
 ta

lk
s w

ith
 a

 
po

st
ur

e o
f h

um
ilit

y a
nd

 re
pe

nt
an

ce
; y

ou
 w

ill
 

w
an

t t
o 

fir
st

 h
um

an
ize

 th
e c

on
ve

rs
at

io
n 

be
fo

re
 

ge
tti

ng
 in

to
 S

cr
ip

tu
re

.

N
o 

to
pi

c 
is

 
of

f l
im

it
s.
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4 H
el

pi
ng

 yo
ur

 ch
ild

re
n 

al
ig

n 
th

ei
r s

ex
ua

l l
iv

es
 

w
ith

 th
e 

cr
ea

to
r’s

 p
la

n 
is 

on
e 

of
 th

e 
gr

ea
te

st
 

op
po

rt
un

iti
es

 yo
u 

ha
ve

 a
s a

 p
ar

en
t. 

An
d 

th
e 

go
od

 n
ew

s i
s t

ha
t i

t d
oe

sn
’t 

ne
ed

 
to

 h
ap

pe
n 

in
 O

NE
 ta

lk
. I

t c
an

 (a
nd

 sh
ou

ld
) 

ha
pp

en
 o

ve
r m

an
y y

ea
rs

 a
nd

 m
an

y d
iff

er
en

t 
ta

lk
s.

Th
es

e 
ar

e 
no

t c
on

ve
rs

at
io

ns
 th

at
 yo

u 
ne

ed
 

to
 fo

rc
e.

 A
llo

w
 yo

ur
 ch

ild
re

n 
to

 co
nt

ro
l t

he
 

pa
ce

 a
nd

 rh
yt

hm
 w

ith
 w

hi
ch

 th
ey

 m
ov

e 
th

e 
di

al
og

ue
. O

ne
 ch

ild
 m

ig
ht

 a
sk

 yo
u 

ab
ou

t s
ex

 
at

 8
 w

hi
le

 th
e 

ot
he

r d
oe

sn
’t 

as
k 

an
yt

hi
ng

 u
nt

il 
9.

As
 yo

u 
be

co
m

e 
th

e 
ex

pe
rt

 o
f y

ou
r c

hi
ld

re
n

yo
u 

w
ill

 le
ar

n 
ho

w
 to

 m
ov

e 
th

e 
co

nv
er

sa
tio

n
fo

rw
ar

d.

Bu
t t

hi
s d

oe
sn

’t 
ha

pp
en

 in
 ju

st
 o

ne
 - 

10
0 

m
in

ut
e 

ta
lk

. R
at

he
r i

t h
ap

pe
ns

 o
ve

r 1
00

-o
ne

 
m

in
ut

e 
ta

lk
s.

 T
hi

s g
iv

es
 th

em
 ti

m
e 

to
 d

ig
es

t 
th

e 
in

fo
rm

at
io

n.
 It

 a
ls

o 
gi

ve
s y

ou
 ti

m
e 

to
 

pr
ep

ar
e 

fo
r e

ac
h 

an
d 

ev
er

y c
on

ve
rs

at
io

n 
th

at
 

lie
s a

he
ad

.

An
d 

do
n’

t b
e 

su
rp

ris
ed

 if
 yo

ur
 ch

ild
re

n 
kn

ow
 

m
or

e 
th

an
 yo

u 
or

 a
t l

ea
st

 so
un

ds
 lik

e 
th

ey
 

do
 b

y u
sin

g 
ne

w
 te

rm
s o

r t
al

ki
ng

 a
bo

ut
 

id
en

tit
ie

s y
ou

’v
e 

ne
ve

r h
ea

rd
 o

f. 
Ge

ne
ra

tio
n 

Z,
 yo

ur
 k

id
s,

 w
ill

 n
ot

 h
av

e 
a 

la
ck

 o
f r

es
ou

rc
es

 
w

he
n 

it 
co

m
es

 to
 th

is 
su

bj
ec

t. 
Th

at
 is

 w
hy

 
yo

u 
m

us
t b

e 
th

e 
fir

st
 a

nd
 la

st
 p

la
ce

 th
ey

 se
ek

 
in

fo
rm

at
io

n.
 B

ec
om

e 
Go

og
le

 to
 yo

ur
 ch

ild
re

n 
w

he
n 

it 
co

m
es

 to
 th

e 
to

pi
cs

 o
f s

ex
, s

ex
ua

lit
y,

 
an

d 
ge

nd
er

. T
hi

s m
ea

ns
 b

ec
om

in
g 

a 
st

ud
en

t 
lo

ng
 b

ef
or

e 
yo

ur
 ch

ild
re

n 
ev

er
 d

o 
by

 st
ud

yi
ng

 
re

ce
nt

 tr
en

ds
 a

nd
 w

ha
t o

th
er

 yo
ut

h 
ar

e 
as

ki
ng

 lo
ng

 b
ef

or
e 

yo
ur

 k
id

s e
ve

r a
sk

 yo
u.

Un
fo

rt
un

at
el

y,
 p

ar
en

ts
 in

co
rr

ec
tly

 a
ss

um
e 

th
ey

 a
re

 g
iv

in
g 

en
ou

gh
 in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
to

 th
ei

r 
te

en
s.

 In
 o

ne
 st

ud
y,

 9
0 

pe
rc

en
t o

f p
ar

en
ts

 
re

po
rt

ed
 h

av
in

g 
ha

d 
a 

co
nv

er
sa

tio
n 

ab
ou

t s
ex

 
w

ith
 th

ei
r t

ee
n.

 H
ow

ev
er

, n
ea

rly
 4

 in
 1

0 
te

en
s 

sa
y t

he
y h

av
e 

ne
ve

r d
isc

us
se

d 
se

x o
r s

ex
ua

lit
y 

w
ith

 th
ei

r p
ar

en
ts

.

Do
n’

t l
et

 th
is 

be
 yo

u.
 S

ta
rt

 th
e 

co
nv

er
sa

tio
n 

if 
yo

u 
ha

ve
n’

t a
lre

ad
y a

nd
 k

ee
p 

it 
al

iv
e 

al
l 

th
ro

ug
ho

ut
 th

ei
r l

ife
.

O
ne

 c
on

ve
rs

at
io

n 
 

is
 n

ot
 e

no
ug

h!
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5 W
e 

ne
ed

 to
 h

av
e 

a 
lo

ve
 fo

r w
ha

t s
cr

ip
tu

re
 

sa
ys

 a
bo

ut
 se

x,
 se

xu
al

ity
, a

nd
 g

en
de

r. 
Th

is
 

m
ea

ns
 h

av
in

g 
a 

de
si

re
 to

 se
ek

 T
RU

TH
 

an
d 

un
de

rs
ta

nd
 G

od
’s 

di
vi

ne
 p

la
n 

fo
r 

se
x.

 R
ec

og
ni

zi
ng

 th
at

 G
od

 is
 th

e 
cr

ea
to

r 
an

d 
au

th
or

 o
f a

ll.
 It

 a
ls

o 
m

ea
ns

 e
xt

en
di

ng
 

GR
AC

E 
in

 e
ve

ry
th

in
g 

th
at

 w
e 

do
 a

nd
 sa

y.

M
os

t y
ou

th
 w

ill
 g

et
 th

e 
gr

ac
e 

pa
rt

 o
f t

hi
s 

co
nv

er
sa

tio
n.

 M
an

y 
of

 th
em

 e
xt

en
d 

‘g
ra

ce
’ 

to
 fr

ie
nd

s w
ho

 a
re

 h
ab

itu
al

ly
 lo

ok
in

g 
at

 
po

rn
 o

r a
re

 h
av

in
g 

se
x.

 It
’s 

al
so

 c
om

m
on

 
fo

r y
ou

th
 to

 o
nl

y 
em

ph
as

iz
e 

gr
ac

e 
w

he
n 

di
sc

us
si

ng
 L

GB
TQ

 re
la

te
d 

qu
es

tio
ns

. 
Th

e 
un

fo
rt

un
at

e 
re

al
ity

 is
 o

fte
n 

th
es

e 
co

nv
er

sa
tio

ns
 a

re
 o

ne
-s

id
ed

. E
m

ph
as

iz
in

g 
gr

ac
e 

bu
t w

ith
 n

o 
tr

ut
h.

 O
r, 

al
l t

ru
th

 w
ith

 n
o 

gr
ac

e.
 B

ut
 y

ou
r c

hi
ld

re
n 

ne
ed

 to
 h

ea
r b

ot
h!

 

Yo
ur

 c
hi

ld
re

n 
ne

ed
 to

 u
nd

er
st

an
d 

w
ha

t t
he

 
Bi

bl
e 

sa
ys

 a
bo

ut
 se

x,
 se

xu
al

ity
, a

nd
 g

en
de

r. 
Th

is
 m

ea
ns

 y
ou

 n
ee

d 
to

 st
ud

y 
Sc

rip
tu

re
. 

Le
ar

n 
to

 lo
ve

 w
ha

t i
t r

ev
ea

ls
. Y

ou
 n

ee
d 

to
 

be
 a

 st
ud

en
t o

f S
cr

ip
tu

re
 so

 y
ou

 c
an

 sh
ar

e 
its

 tr
ut

hs
 w

ith
 y

ou
r c

hi
ld

re
n.

 

Bu
t a

s y
ou

 le
ar

n 
th

e 
Bi

bl
e’

s t
ru

th
s y

ou
 w

ill
 

al
so

 le
ar

n 
of

 th
e 

gr
ac

e,
 th

e 
in

cr
ed

ib
le

 g
ra

ce
 

gi
ve

n 
an

d 
re

ce
iv

ed
 th

ro
ug

ho
ut

 th
e 

go
sp

el
. 

Yo
ut

h 
ne

ed
 to

 k
no

w
 th

ey
 c

an
 lo

ve
 th

ei
r 

fr
ie

nd
 c

au
gh

t i
n 

se
xu

al
 si

n 
- o

r t
he

m
se

lv
es

 
-a

s G
od

’s 
pr

ec
io

us
 c

hi
ld

re
n.

 B
y 

be
in

g
co

m
m

ite
d 

to
 fo

llo
w

in
g 

w
ha

t t
he

 B
ib

le
 sa

ys
ab

ou
t g

ra
ce

 a
nd

 fo
rg

iv
en

es
s t

he
y 

al
so

 le
ar

n
hi

s w
on

de
rf

ul
 a

nd
 d

iv
in

e 
pl

an
 fo

r s
ex

.

C
ul

ti
va

te
 a

 p
as

si
on

 fo
r b

ot
h 

TR
UT

H
 a

nd
 G

RA
C

E.
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6 So
 m

an
y 

yo
ut

h 
ar

e 
ho

ok
ed

 o
n 

po
rn

, 
ha

bi
tu

al
ly

 m
as

tu
rb

at
in

g,
 o

r h
av

in
g 

se
x 

ou
ts

id
e 

of
 m

ar
ria

ge
. T

he
se

 e
xp

er
ie

nc
es

 
al

on
g 

w
ith

 se
ve

ra
l o

th
er

s c
an

 p
ro

du
ce

 
sh

am
e 

in
 th

e 
liv

es
 o

f C
hr

is
tia

ns
. T

hi
s s

ha
m

e 
ca

n 
th

en
 p

re
ve

nt
 th

em
 fr

om
 tr

ul
y 

en
ga

gi
ng

 
in

 c
on

ve
rs

at
io

ns
 a

bo
ut

 se
x,

 se
xu

al
ity

, a
nd

 
ge

nd
er

 in
 h

ea
lth

y 
w

ay
s.

Co
m

m
un

ic
at

in
g 

Go
d’

s f
or

gi
ve

ne
ss

 a
nd

 
al

so
 te

ac
hi

ng
 y

ou
r c

hi
ld

re
n 

to
 fo

rg
iv

e 
th

em
se

lv
es

 w
ill

 b
e 

im
po

rt
an

t, 
ex

ce
pt

 in
 

in
st

an
ce

s o
f a

bu
se

 w
he

re
 a

 v
ic

tim
 c

an
 tr

ea
t 

th
em

se
lv

es
 w

ith
 c

on
te

m
pt

 b
ec

au
se

 th
ey

 
w

ro
ng

ly
 b

el
ie

ve
 th

e 
ab

us
e 

w
as

 th
ei

r f
au

lt.
 

Fo
r t

ho
se

 w
ho

 h
av

e 
be

en
 se

xu
al

ly
 a

bu
se

d,
 

ta
ki

ng
 a

 st
ep

 to
w

ar
d 

fr
ee

do
m

 fr
om

 sh
am

e 
w

on
’t 

oc
cu

r u
nl

es
s s

om
eo

ne
 w

al
ks

 w
ith

 
th

em
 in

 th
ei

r p
ai

n 
an

d 
co

nf
us

io
n.

Th
is

 m
ea

ns
 y

ou
 m

us
t l

is
te

n,
 li

st
en

, l
is

te
n.

 
Th

is
 m

ay
 b

e 
th

e 
fir

st
 ti

m
e 

th
ey

’v
e 

ev
er

 

sh
ar

ed
 th

is
 st

or
y.

 It
 is

 in
cr

ed
ib

ly
 v

ul
ne

ra
bl

e 
so

 h
on

or
 th

at
 m

om
en

t w
ith

 y
ou

r t
im

e 
an

d 
pa

tie
nc

e.
 B

e 
su

re
 to

 a
ls

o 
co

m
m

un
ic

at
e 

th
at

 
th

is
 w

as
 n

ot
 th

ei
r f

au
lt.

 O
fte

n 
so

m
eo

ne
 

w
ho

 h
as

 b
ee

n 
ab

us
ed

 c
an

 th
in

k 
th

ey
 a

re
 

re
sp

on
si

bl
e 

fo
r t

he
 c

ho
ic

e 
th

at
 w

as
 st

ol
en

 
fr

om
 th

em
. T

ha
t i

s s
im

pl
y 

no
t t

ru
e!

H
el

pi
ng

 y
ou

r c
hi

ld
re

n 
fe

el
 c

om
fo

rt
ab

le
 

an
d 

“n
ot

 a
lo

ne
” i

n 
th

ei
r s

ha
m

e 
w

ill
 b

e 
im

po
rt

an
t. 

O
nc

e 
th

ey
 e

xp
os

e 
th

ei
r s

ha
m

e 
to

 th
e 

lig
ht

, t
he

y 
ca

n 
st

ar
t t

o 
fin

d 
he

al
in

g 
th

ro
ug

h 
co

m
m

un
ity

 a
nd

 u
lti

m
at

el
y 

th
ro

ug
h 

Je
su

s C
hr

is
t. 

O
fte

nt
im

es
 w

e 
se

e 
th

at
 sh

am
e 

dr
iv

es
 u

s i
nt

o 
is

ol
at

io
n,

 b
ut

 h
ea

lin
g 

co
m

es
 

th
ro

ug
h 

a 
gr

ou
p 

of
 c

om
m

itt
ed

 fr
ie

nd
s a

nd
 

m
en

to
rs

 w
ho

 d
ra

w
 u

s o
ut

 a
nd

 lo
ve

 o
n 

us
 

as
 J

es
us

 w
ou

ld
. A

nd
 th

er
e 

is
 n

o 
on

e 
m

or
e 

im
po

rt
an

t i
n 

th
is

 p
ro

ce
ss

 th
an

 Y
O

U
 a

s a
 

pa
re

nt
!

W
e 

ne
ed

 to
 d

is
cu

ss
  

sh
am

e 
an

d 
fo

rg
iv

en
es

s.
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7 S
om

et
im

es
 o

ur
 fo

cu
s o

n 
m

ar
ria

ge
 c

an
 

m
ak

e 
an

 id
ol

 o
ut

 o
f i

t. 
As

 p
ar

en
ts

, w
e 

ne
ed

  
to

 p
ro

m
ot

e 
a 

bi
bl

ic
al

 u
nd

er
st

an
di

ng
 o

f 
m

ar
ria

ge
. A

nd
 th

e 
Bi

bl
e 

do
es

 n
ot

 p
ro

m
is

e 
th

at
 e

ve
ry

on
e 

w
ill

 o
r s

ho
ul

d 
ge

t m
ar

rie
d.

 S
o 

w
he

n 
yo

u 
sa

y 
th

in
gs

 li
ke

, “
W

H
EN

 y
ou

 g
et

 
m

ar
rie

d…
” w

e’
re

 n
ot

 p
ro

m
ot

in
g 

a 
bi

bl
ic

al
 

vi
ew

 o
f m

ar
ria

ge
. M

ar
ria

ge
 is

 a
 g

oo
d 

an
d 

be
au

tif
ul

 v
oc

at
io

n 
th

at
 so

m
e 

(p
er

ha
ps

 
m

an
y)

 a
re

 c
al

le
d 

to
. A

nd
 so

 is
 si

ng
le

ne
ss

. 

In
st

ea
d 

of
 sa

yi
ng

 “w
he

n 
yo

u 
ge

t 
m

ar
rie

d…
” w

e 
sh

ou
ld

 fo
llo

w
 th

e 
bi

bl
ic

al
 

vi
ew

 o
f m

ar
ria

ge
 b

y 
sa

yi
ng

 “i
f G

od
 c

al
ls

 
yo

u 
to

 m
ar

ria
ge

…
” W

he
n 

w
e 

as
su

m
e 

ev
er

yo
ne

 sh
ou

ld
 o

r w
ill

 g
et

 m
ar

rie
d,

 w
e 

un
in

te
nt

io
na

lly
 d

ev
al

ue
 si

ng
le

ne
ss

.

Pl
ea

se
 u

nd
er

st
an

d,
 y

ou
r k

id
s a

re
 g

oi
ng

 
to

 w
ai

t l
on

ge
r, 

m
os

t l
ik

el
y,

 th
an

 a
ny

 o
th

er
 

ge
ne

ra
tio

n 
to

 g
et

 m
ar

rie
d 

(if
 th

ey
 d

o 
ge

t m
ar

rie
d)

. T
hi

s m
ea

ns
 th

ey
 w

ill
 li

ve
 a

 
m

uc
h 

lo
ng

er
 li

fe
 b

ei
ng

 si
ng

le
 th

an
 p

as
t 

ge
ne

ra
tio

ns
.T

he
 a

ve
ra

ge
 a

ge
 o

f m
ar

ria
ge

 
in

 th
e 

19
50

’s 
w

as
 2

1.
 T

od
ay

 th
e 

av
er

ag
e 

ag
e 

is
 2

9.
 F

or
 so

m
e 

of
 y

ou
r c

hi
ld

re
n 

th
at

 
is

 a
 W

H
O

LE
 o

th
er

 li
fe

tim
e.

 S
o 

yo
u 

ne
ed

 to
 

pr
om

ot
e 

th
e 

tr
ut

h 
th

at
 si

ng
le

ne
ss

 is
 n

ot
 

ju
st

 a
 st

ag
e 

to
 g

et
 th

ro
ug

h,
 b

ut
 a

s a
 g

ift
 a

nd
 

ca
lli

ng
 to

 ta
ke

 a
dv

an
ta

ge
 o

f e
ve

n 
if 

it 
is

 o
nl

y 
fo

r a
 se

as
on

.

To
 b

e 
bl

un
t, 

if 
yo

u 
or

 y
ou

r c
hu

rc
h 

co
m

m
un

ic
at

es
 th

at
 m

ar
ria

ge
 is

 th
e 

en
d-

go
al

 o
f l

ife
, o

r t
ha

t s
in

gl
en

es
s i

s a
 

m
is

er
ab

le
 e

xi
st

en
ce

, t
he

n 
th

e 
bi

bl
ic

al
 p

oi
nt

 
of

 m
ar

ria
ge

 w
ill

 b
e 

lo
st

. I
f y

ou
’re

 m
ar

rie
d,

 
be

 h
on

es
t a

bo
ut

 th
e 

to
ug

h 
pa

rt
s o

f y
ou

r 
m

ar
ria

ge
. I

f y
ou

 o
nl

y 
ta

lk
 a

bo
ut

 th
e 

go
od

 
pa

rt
s o

f y
ou

r m
ar

ria
ge

, y
ou

r c
hi

ld
re

n 
w

ill
 

no
t h

av
e 

a 
re

al
is

tic
 p

ic
tu

re
 o

f m
ar

ria
ge

. 
An

d,
 if

 y
ou

’re
 si

ng
le

, t
he

n 
he

lp
 th

em
 se

e 
th

e 
bl

es
si

ng
s o

f s
in

gl
en

es
s.

 D
on

’t 
pa

ss
 o

ve
r t

he
 

ha
rd

 st
uff

 e
ith

er
. A

ll 
st

ag
es

 o
f l

ife
 c

om
e 

w
ith

 
di

ffi
cu

lti
es

 a
nd

 y
ou

r c
hi

ld
re

n 
ne

ed
 to

 k
no

w
 

th
is

!

Ta
lk

 a
bo

ut
 s

in
gl

en
es

s 
as

 
m

uc
h 

or
 m

or
e 

as
 y

ou
 ta

lk
 

ab
ou

t m
ar

ri
ag

e.
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